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Happy New Ufear In 2009/




Perhaps we have all heard this slogan until we
can hardly stand to hear it repeated but it is exactly
what The Church of God needs, CHANGE WE
CAN BELIEVE IN. This is exactly what we need
because if we continue in 2009 to do exactly the same
thing we did in 2008, we can expect the same results.
While we had success in ‘08, I am still not happy
with the results. It should be everyone’s desire to see
God’s covenant people worshipping together, praying
together and having fellowship one with another. Je-
sus said “By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another” John 13:35.
This would be change we can believe in. There are
six distinct groups now claming to be perpetuating
this same doctrine, each being led by a different per-
son and all but one claiming to have God’s man of
the hour at the helm. Why can we not come together
to find the mind of Christ for His Church? Presently
the only place we can come together is at a funeral to
bury one of our loved ones yet we declare we love
one another but something is dreadfully wrong with
this picture! If a man say, I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? 1 John 4:20

It is time to come back together in 2009 and
turn the Lord’s Church back over to Him since it be-
longs to Him in the first place. It was He who

From the Editor...

~ John Wilkins ~

“Change We Can Believe In”

purchased it with His blood not some man. Think for
a moment about how Christ perceives us as He looks
upon these six groups who have divided against one
another at the hand of Satan. The Bible teaches us
that Christ is not divided and neither does He want
us to be. Change we can believe in would be to
come into a spiritual summit and allow the Holy
Ghost to work His will above every man’s will and
see the Church become in ‘09 what Christ wants it to
be. Jesus said , O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Mat-
thew 23:37. Jesus never rejected anyone but various
groups have formed elitist standards which are not
biblical to eject and cull certain ones from their
ranks. Jesus died for us all, not willing that any
should perish. Would this not cause one to wonder
about such standards?

Let this be the year of “Change We Can Be-
lieve In”. We need to quit our bickering, confusion,
and come back into His courts with praise and
thanksgiving and just be The Church of God (of
Prophecy) with biblical prophecy and standards.
Everyone must feel WELCOME in the ASSEM-
BLY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD of the Bible!
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“Bags With Holes”

~John Wilkins~

...he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

Haggai 1:6b

Did you ever hear someone
say, “I make a lot more money
than I used to but it just don’t go as
far.” It is common to hear people
say, “It seems like my pockets
have holes in them.” It might just
be appropriate to ask, “ do you pay
tithes and give to the Lord in offer-
ings? The Bible says, “Will a man
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation.” Malachi 3:8-9

It would be inappropriate
to ask God for financial help, heal-
ing, salvation of our children or
anything else while one would be a
robber of God in tithes and offer-
ings. If you rob God of that which
is His (tithes) how can you ever
expect Him to bless you with
more. It simply isn’t biblical.
While we can not buy God’s grace
and favor we can not keep that
which belongs to Him either. The
tithe is God’s and you owe Him
the 10% before you owe anyone
else including yourself.

Leviticus 18:12a “As for
the oblation of the firstfruits, ye
shall offer them unto the LORD:”

Numbers 18:12 “All the
best of the oil, and all the best of
the wine, and of the wheat, the
firstfruits of them which they
shall offer unto the LORD, them
have I given thee.”

It is God who helps us to
get a good income and gives us
strength and health to work and
the firstfruits belong to Him. If
you refuse to pay God His part
your pockets will have holes and
the doctor or someone else will
have the part you hold back. The
Bible tells us to test this pay back.

Malachi 3:10 Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith
the LORD of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to
receive it.

I heard a man say one time
that 10% was not enough tithe but
anything over that is not tithe but
is rather an offering. God put this
in place and man wants to alter it
to 20% so he will have an excuse
not to pay anything. The require-
ment for Africa is 10%, for South
and North America it is 10%. You
try this for one year and let me
know if God hasn’t blessed be-
yond measure no matter where you
live. God never intended His
House to be without provision thus
He established a plan that works in
monetary system—the Bible plan
of Tithing.

Proverbs 3:5-10 Trust in
the LORD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own un-
derstanding. In all thy ways
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acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths. Be not wise in
thine own eyes: fear the LORD,
and depart from evil. It shall be
health to thy navel, and marrow
to thy bones. Honour the LORD
with thy substance, and with the
firstfruits of all thine increase: So
shall thy barns be filled with
plenty, and thy presses shall burst
out with new wine.

If it seems your bags have
holes in them—pay your tithes and
give free-will offerings unto the
Lord. Let God repair the holes and
help to put a check valve on your
bank account. It has been said,
“Give until it hurts but, I would
like to borrow the words of a
friend “Give until it feels good™!
Until you pay God the 10th you
owe Him you can’t give Him an
offering because you still haven’t
paid your tithe into the storehouse
(God’s Church).

Someone has said, “Oh I’ll
just give my tithe where I’'m being
fed but the Bible is very clear on
where the tithe must be paid.

“Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house...”
Now the storehouse is the Church
of God not some TV ministry or
independent preacher some where.
God’s church has suffered because
the children of God will not listen
and obey.

Jeremiah 7:23-24 But this




thing commanded I them, saying,
Obey my voice, and I will be your
God, and ye shall be my people:
and walk ye in all the ways that 1
have commanded you, that it may
be well unto you. But they heark-
ened not, nor inclined their ear,
but walked in the counsels and in
the imagination of their evil
heart, and went backward, and
not forward.

Haggai 1:2-11 Thus spea-
keth the LORD of hosts, saying,
This people say, The time is not
come, the time that the LORD'S
house should be built. Then came
the word of the LORD by Haggai
the prophet, saying, Is it time for
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled
houses, and this house lie waste?
Now therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts; Consider your
ways. Ye have sown _much, and
bring in little; ye eat, but ye have
not_enough; ye drink, but ye are
not_filled with drink; ye clothe
you, but there is none warm; and
he that _earneth _wages earneth
wages to put it into _a bag with
holes. Thus saith the LORD of
hosts; Consider your ways. Go up
to the mountain, and bring wood,
and build the house; and I will
take pleasure in it, and I will be
glorified, saith the LORD. Ye
looked for much, and, lo, it came
to little; and when ye brought it
home, I did blow upon it. Why?
saith the LORD of hosts. Because
of mine_house_that is waste, and
ye run_every man_unto his own
house. Therefore the heaven over
you is stayed from dew, and the
earth is stayed from her fruit. And
I called for a drought upon the
land, and upon the mountains,
and upon the corn, and upon the
new wine, and upon the oil, and

upon that which the ground
bringeth forth, and upon men,
and upon cattle, and upon all the
labour of the hands.

If God don’t bless it—it
won’t amount to much. God had
instructed through Haggai the
prophet that His House should be
built but the people said, “the time
1S not come, the time that the
Lord’s House should be built.”
They were dwelling in their ceiled
houses while nothing was happen-
ing in God’s House. Haggai told
them they had worked hard and
sown much yet they had little. He
said you drink and eat yet you are
never filled—You got clothes but
you are not warm. He said, i .
he that earneth wages earneth
wages to put it into bags with

House in 2009? If you LOVE your
family you will care for them and
when it comes time to feed them
they will have food. It is the same
for God’s Church, if you LOVE
God there will be meat in God’s
House at all, times.

1 Kings 17:11-16 And as
she was going to fetch it, he called
to her, and said, Bring me, I pray
thee, a morsel of bread in thine
hand. And she said, As the LORD
thy God liveth, I have not a cake,
but an handful of meal in a barrel,
and a little oil in a cruse: and, be-
hold, I am gathering two sticks,
that I may go in and dress it for me
and my son, that we may eat it, and
dier And Elijah said unto her, Fear
not; go and do as thou hast said:
but make me thereof a little cake

holes. 0

Like Haggai, I ask you to
consider your ways in the fear of
God and bring your tithes and of-
ferings into the storehouse (The
Church of God). Don’t budget God
out—budget Him in, that His
house might be built and thus glo-
rify God with your substance. He
is ready to open those windows for
you if you will obey His Word.

To obey is better than sac-
rifice! When we pay our tithe we
haven’t sacrificed—That’s His
money already. Let us ask Him to
direct us in our giving offerings
this year. One time | was given a
piano for the Church and it was so
bad that it was discarded as junk.
Many only want God’s House to
have junk or left over's—What
ever is left after “I get mine.”

If we don’t get “tithing and
Giving” right our bags will have
holes and the blessings of God will
be left out of our lives. Will you,
along with myself consider God’s
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first, and bring it unto me, and af-
ter make for thee and for thy son.
For thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, The barrel of meal shall not
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil
fail, until the day that the LORD
sendeth rain upon the earth. And
she went and did according to the
saying of Elijah: and she, and he,
and her house, did eat many days.
And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, ac-
cording to the word of the LORD,
which he spake by Elijah.

The people in Haggai’s
story considered not the Lord’s
House but heir own ceiled houses
and their bags were full of holes.
We like to preach and talk about
putting God first but He often
comes at the end of our list—the
wrong end, I might add. He doesn’t
want the tail end but the front end
of our list before anyone else gets
theirs. Put Him first in 2009 and see
what happens to the bags with
holes!




If and Then

~ Dolores Yost ~
Aiken, South Carolina

By the time this message is
published, The United States will
have elected a new president. I
can’t remember when we’ve ever
seen such a stir among our people
as the candidates promise change.

I believe there will be
many changes, some of which we
began to see since 9/11. Change
will indeed come, but not through
the promises of men, to change
this nation. Change will come
through one much greater than a
presidential candidate. One who
sits on the circle of the earth, one
who sits on the throne of authority
in Heaven executing judgment on
all people, all nations everywhere.
He’s the one that we can expect
the changes to come from.

O, the love that God has
shed on The United States. He
chose Her to uncover the last day
Church and to carry His Word to
the world. Although She is a great
super power and has done great
things, she too will face God’s
judgment, along with all the oth-
ers. God will judge all the nations,
with a just and righteous judgment
and everyone will receive their just
due.

There are several passages
in God’s Word that confirms His
thoughts and His care of what tran-
spires on this earth. If this nation
would continue to be great, there
needs to be a change of attitude
towards God. A mind set of

reverence and obedience to His
Word. Don’t give up on Her yet.
God can bring a great revival here,
if He so desires.

Psalms 33:12 Blessed is
the nation whose God is the
LORD; and the people whom he
hath chosen for his own inheri-
tance.

Who is our God in this na-
tion? If it is not the one true God,
then He will not bless us now or in
the future. I’'m afraid that America
is raising up many gods in these
last days. I'm also thrilled to know
that God still has a people here that
love and reverence Him and serve
Him gladly.

The sins of this nation is
laid squarely at doors of the
Church. We must respond by re-
penting for the grossness of the
moral sins committed here. That’s
where the if and then covenant
people of God, can bring about a
change for the good in this coun-
try.

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my
people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal
their land.

God was speaking to Solo-
mon about the sins of Israel. God
is speaking to us today. God does
not change. God has chosen us,
also, as His inheritance, a priest-
hood, a holy nation. Do we not
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have a responsibility to lead by
example, in being a holy people,
even as He is holy? The face of
this great nation has changed and
continues to do so. We have God’s
promise that if we do what He tells
us to do, in II Chronicles 7:14,
Then He will bring about the
change that we really need in this
country! Praise His great name for-
ever! We need Revival!!

This year on 9,11, 2008
The Church of God of NC con-
vened at 9:00 A.M. in Dunn, NC.
We came to attend our National
convention. Exactly seven (7)
years ago to the day, on 9-11-01
the U.S. was attacked by terrorist
which destroyed the World Trade
Center in NY, and killed thousands
of innocent people. It was the
worst attack ever to occur in our
land. As 1 write this message,
Osama Bin Laden is boasting an-
other “hit” on the U.S. We ask our-
selves, could this ever happen to us
again? I believe that answer is go-
ing to depend upon how we are
treating God’s Son. That is my
personal opinion, based on Old
Testament behavior of God’s cho-
sen, and His retaliation to their dis-
regard of His commands. I quote
Billy Graham as once saying, “If
God does not bring judgment upon
the United States, He would have
to apologize to Sodom and Gomor-
rah.” God met with us in a won-
derful way and His presence was
over whelming. He spoke to us
two different times, the first




message and interpretation came
on 9-11, the other message came
the very next day. To view these
most, vital messages visit the
Church’s web—site at
www.thechurchofgodofnc.org
The first message reflects exactly
what God said to Solomon. Re-
pent, pray and seek His face.

We had just returned home
from attending the 96th Interna-
tional Assembly of The Church of
God on September 7-9 2001. The
day after returning home on the
10th of September 01, barely gave
us time to unpack. The following
morning on the 11th is a day that I
will never forget. The theme for
our 96th assembly was “Who’s on
The Lord’s Side?”. And I have
thought so many, many times over
the last seven (7) years, how very,
very sure we need to be, of who’s
side are we on! Our God is sover-
eign, Honor Him Church!

Jesus said in John 15:16 Ye
have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth
Sfruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he
may give it you.

Since He has chosen and
ordained His children, don’t you
think that He expects more from
them, than those who do not know
Him? He expects us, as His if and
then, covenant people, to be exam-
ples in loving Him and being obe-
dient to His Word. As for His
Church, this grace dispensation is
our time. Once this time is fin-
ished, so it will be finished, as far
as bringing forth fruit. Israel will
finish Her work, post rapture, ours
must be finished before the rapture
occurs. It’s a sobering thought that
we know how very close His

calling us up to be with Him,
really is, Sobering, yet the most
exciting times for His people! The
best, really is, yet to come!

Our survival and prosperity
does not depend upon our elected
officials nor Wall Street. It de-
pends upon our personal relation-
ship with God and our obedience
to His Word. If we will do what
God says for us to do, then we can
expect His blessings. God always
honors His Word. Where does that
leave those who refuse to honor
their covenant? God will not toler-
ate just any kind of haphazard be-
havior. Israel will again be granted
a covenant relationship with God,
it’s not true for us. We must get it
right the first time. I believe we
will finish the work and get it
right!

We look around and it
seems like America is going to the
dogs. We see so much on the nega-
tive side. Remember, God is sover-
eign, He is still in control. The
Devil does not control this earth,
God does. The devil doesn’t place
government leaders in office, God
does. He’s still King of Kings and
Lord of Lords and His will, ulti-
mately, will win out every time.

Do we believe God’s
Word? Then trust Him to take care
of His own. Part of the message
we received on the 12th of Sep-
tember gave a definite indication
that fearful things were about to
happen. Repeatedly, we were told
not to fear.

AYea, I
down many giants and will slay
them before you, hold fast, hold
fast and walk in my light, saith
The Lord, If you will hold fast to
me; | will hold fast to you, | will
cover you with my skirt and |
will protect you for I am The
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Mighty God, fear not my peo-
pl e. 0 d Holy Ghost Message

When Joseph found himself
in Pharaoh's prison, he held on to
God—Ilook at the end result of His
faithfulness.

Remember Daniel in the
Lions Den in Babylon? God deliv-
ered and protected him. Remember
Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego?
In the fiery furnace God showed up
didn’t He? These were all if and
then covenant children of God just
as we are today. As they would not
accept anything less than obedience
and love for their God, neither will
we. We know Him, we trust Him
and our faith is in, no one or noth-
ing, but Him.

Surely they experienced the
worst of times and we will face
many things as well. If we can con-
tinue to put God first, as our bibli-
cal brothers did, and as we do now,
then we can continue on in protec-
tion and blessing, for we are in a
covenant relationship with Him.

Do not be fearfully con-
cerned with present circumstances
in this country. Continue to commit
your ways unto the Lord. Focus on
His words and promises, focus on
His love and care for you. Think
upon the end result of trusting Him.
He’s never failed us yet and He
never will. Be strong in the power
of His might.

Ephesians 6:10-18 Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might. Put
on the whole armour of God, that

h a vye may beralieuogtand against the

wiles of the devil. For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Where-
fore take unto you the whole
—_—



armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and having on
the breastplate of righteousness; And your
feet shod with the preparation of the gos-
pel of peace; Above all, taking the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God: Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and sup-
plication for all saints; .”

Jesus comforts us and takes our fo-
cus on the end result of our service to Him,
letting us know that the best is yet to come.

John 14:2-3 In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, 1
would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.

Let’s not be bogged down with un-
necessary fear and worry.

Jude 1:20-21 But ye, beloved,
building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.

Revelations 14:12 Here is the pa-
tience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.

John sees the Church in the future,
that has kept Herself in patience and faith
and has kept the commandments of God.
That Church is the if and then people of
God. So let’s stay focused, lets stay confi-
dent in His Word and remember His prom-
ises. Be secure in the knowledge of His
love, for the best is yet to come.

If I can but cease to worry
Over things that now exist,
Then I can soar above the Earth
With power to resist;
Temptation to be caught up
In the cares of daily life,

I’ll look down from lofty places
Above the noise and the strife.

If I can but go on focused
On the things that count the most,
Far beyond the distant cloud
Where I’'ll join the Master’s host.
Jesus keep me ever trusting,
Keep me ever in your care;
Then soon I’ll be there with you
In our home that you’ve prepared.

Written by—
Dolores Yost
Aiken, South Carolina




Faithfulness Vs. Slothfulness

~Harry D. Elder~
Cool Ridge, West Virginia

Mark 14:38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the
flesh is weak.

Watch (Keep your eyes open—Watch your back—
the Devil is always waiting.) ye and pray, (1 pray for
myself) lest ye enter (walk into, give into;) into
temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is
weak.

MAIN TEXT: Romans 7:18-25 For I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to per-
form that which is good I find not. For the good
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find
then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is pre-
sent with me. For I delight in the law of God after
the inward man: But I see another law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is
in my members. O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death? I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but
with the flesh the law of sin.

Romans 8:5-8 For they that are after the
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to
be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind
is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Romans 8:12-13 Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live.

1) Don’t we always have good intentions? However,
only action will bring results. We know the right
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things to do, but do

we do them?

Jesus came in the

flesh so that we

would have a high
priest who understood the weakness of the flesh;
because He overcame it, we can too through

Him. I can do all things through Christ which

strengtheneth me. Philippians 4:13

3) If we allow the flesh to have control in our lives,
it brings death to us. We find it eventually sepa-
rates us from God and we are not pleasing to
Him. If you obey your flesh, you are not pleasing
God.

4) In Verse 12: We owe Him everything! We have a
duty to Him. And it is for our own good because
we will die if we live after the flesh but we will
live if we mortify the deeds of this body.

5) Itis up to us to keep our body under subjection to
God.

2)

THE SPIRIT OF SLOTHFULNESS

Proverbs 20:4 The sluggard will not plow by reason
of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and
have nothing.

1) YOU CAN'T BE LAZY ABOUT GOD’S
WORK AND EXPECT MIRACLES. You can’t
forget God during the good times or your “slow
times” and expect Him to protect you or come
to your rescue during a sudden calamity.

2) I want to be prayed up, repented up, sanctified
and ready so that the Devil cannot steal, kill or
destroy any part of me or my inheritance with a
“sneak attack”. He will lay low and wait for his
opportunity. He’s not so apt to mess with you if
he sees the anointing full and powerful on you
and even if the Devil tries, he will fail because
you’re ready. When things are restful and quite,
it’s no time to get lax in your discipline,



we must stay on guard.

Proverbs 19:15a. Slothfulness casteth into a
deep sleep; ...

I Thessalonians 5:6 Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

THE RIGHT PRIORITIES

Luke 10:38-42 Now it came to pass, as they
went, that he entered into a certain village: and a
certain woman named Martha received him into
her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which
also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But
Martha was cumbered about much serving, and
came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care
that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her
therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered
and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care-
ful and troubled about many things: But one thing
is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken away from her.

MARY HAD HER PRIORITIES STRAIGHT!

1) Are you burdened down by the cares of this life?
Busy doing this and that? Running here and
there? Never finding time for God? Yes, there
are centain things we have to do, but we put God
FIRST, not in the middle or at the last of our “to
do” list. If we can’t “find” the time, them MAKE
the time. After all, it is up to us. Everything else
can wait because only what we do for Christ will
last. An easy way to determine how important
something is: will it burn in the end? Is it a treas-
ure laid up in heaven? What will God say on that
day about it?

Hebrews 12:1b “... let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset us,...

2) What’s keeping you from that special important
time with God? The TV? Your family? The ca-
res of life? Laziness?

James 1:14-15 But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and en-
ticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.
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3) Did you allow the TV to take away from your
time with God? Or that place you wanted to go
for your personal pleasure? Should you have
been in church?

II Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entan-
gleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a sol-
dier.

“No man that warreth (we are in constant
spiritual warfare) entangleth (let’s himself become
involved) himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a sol-
dier. o

THE DANGER (WARNING) OF SLOTHFUL-
NESS

Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

We must watch ourselves DAILY; guard
ourselves (against the devil). We want our prayer
time, our study time to be a good habit, a daily rou-
tine. Maybe sometimes we don’t quite feel like it;
that’s where self-discipline is in order. We don’t al-
ways feel like carrying out our daily duties for our
families and we call that a “labor of love”—apply
the same principle with our Godly duties. God will
return the blessing way above what our earthly la-
bour ever could. “When we know better, we pay the
consequences”.

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the
whole law, and yet offend (stumble) in one point,
he is guilty of all.

James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth

What a powerful little verse. Do you feel
guilty when you’ve neglected God? You should. Do
you feel like you’ve committed a sin against God? I
feel that way every time and I repent to Him, I ask
Him to forgive me.

Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, —in
other words, we have to repent and make it right
with God.




FAITHFUL VS. SLOTHFUL

Matthew 25:23-30 His lord said unto him,
Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of
thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent
came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an
hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and
gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I was
afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo,
there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and
said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant,
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and
gather where I have not strawed: Thou oughtest
therefore to have put my money to the exchangers,
and then at my coming I should have received mine
own with usury. Take therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.
For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he
shall have abundance: but from him that hath not
shall be taken away even that which he hath. And
cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark-
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

V. 24 “I knew thee that thou art an hard
man,” (He took what God gave and made it use-
less.No one benefited from it—we know God, and

know what He expects of His people because of His
word (Bible). The more we know of the word, the
more we are required to do it. The word says “the
righteous shall scarcely make it” so we know we
have to discipline ourselves before God so that we
are pleasing to Him and when he comes He will find
us ready.

PICTURE HERE THE WARNING—CAST INTO
OUTER DARKNESS.

V. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

We know the way is narrow; however, we
also know that the closer we walk with God, the
greater the peace, joy, blessings that this world could
never give. The more we know and are obedient to
that, the more He will increase us, give to us in
abundance.

I don’t want to be an uprofitable servant, a
slothful servant. I don’t want ot put things off, waste
time—to be caught slothful when He suddely comes.
LET US TAKE HEED TO GOD’S WORD AND
BE A FAITHFUL SERVANT.

2009
International Assembly

United Christian Church

2200 Peerless Road
Cleveland Tennessee

September 4-6, 2009




Another Soldier
Finishes His Assignment

Walter M. Grif-
fitts was assigned to
this earth November
14, 1927 in Haverhill,
Ohio. He was the son
of Autie and Versie
(Vance) Griffitts, and finished his assignment
Wednesday, November 26, 2008 at Mans-
field, Ohio. Many of us affectionately re-
ferred to him as Brother Walter because his
first love was God after his conversion Feb-
ruary 03, 1957. He was sanctified in March
1957 and received the Holy Ghost March
1960. Bother Walter was baptized in water in
February 1967 and was assigned as pastor of
the Church of God of Prophecy at Carrothers
for three years. His favorite past time was
studying the Bible, reading and playing the
guitar. He joined The Church of God Febru-
ary 10, 1957 only one week after getting
saved. The call from God upon his life soon
resulted in him being set forth as a Lay Min-
ister in 1961 and a Licensed Deacon Febru-
ary 19, 1964. He received his ordination Sep-
tember 08,1967. His tenure as a member of
The Church of God was 51 years and a dea-
con for 44. At the time of his death, he was a
member of the headquarters church of The
Church of God of North Carolina at Dunn,
North Carolina. The church has lost a faithful
soldier and Heaven has gained one. His
“Home Going” was celebrated by his family
and many friends from across the country.
The life of this man has touched many and
you never had to wonder where he stood on
issues. His long life of 81 years leaves us an
example to follow. His own words sums it up

when he said, “My only regret in life is that I 4,

didn’t serve the Lord sooner.” Brother Walter
also served this nation for four years in the
Army Air Corps and was a veteran of World
War II. He retired from the Westinghouse
Corporation after 42 years of service.

He is survived by two daughter, Tina
Griffitts, Carol and Son-in-law George
Springston all of Mansfield, Ohio; four sis-
ters-in-law, Irene (Charles Brooks, Maxine
Tabor, Jeannie Hogan, and Sharon (Gary)
Grant of Shelby; a brother-in-law, Arthur
(Sandy) Ramey Jr. of Mansfield; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. Mother-in-law and
father-in-law Aurthur and Margaret Raney;
brothers-in-law and sister-in-law, Sidney and
Delores Ramey, Loy Hogan and Donald Ta-
lor. His wife of 53 years, Madeline (Ramey)
Griffitts preceded him in death.

We’ve said good-bye for now but hope
to rejoin him soon. He has fought a good
fight and kept the faith and we can do noth-
ing less in order to meet up with him in
Heaven.

This tribute to Deacon Walter M. Grif-
fitts is our small way to express our love to
his family and to say thanks to God for shar-
ing this great man and minister with us.

His service to God and Country was
honored by a twenty-one gun salute, folding
and presentation of the flag of the United
States of America by an honor guard. The
Church of God of North Carolina conducted
the honors by folding the Church Flag and
presenting it to his family on behalf of all the
covenant members around the world.

We Thank the Lord for allowing Wal-
ter M. Griffitts to be a part of our lives.



Why Can Animals Like Geese, Ducks, and Chickens Get
A And Live in Harmony

Along i Walk Together

On the way to church one
Sunday, my wife and I saw some-
thing that we had never seen be-
fore; there were geese and ducks
crossing the road, not strange at all,
but what was strange, there was a
chicken following them. The geese
and ducks were crossing the road to

get to the creek on the other side of guided by His Spirit .

the road. After they all got to the
creek I just imagine that the chicken
got madder than a wet hen for fol-
lowing them.

As 1 thought about this, I
remembered the words that Jesus

spoke to Peter, “they shall...carry guide you into all truth: for he deceitful workers,

thee whither thou wouldest not”
That chicken was just following the
leader, a large goose. I’'m sure she

had no idea where they were going. you things to come.

Have you ever seen a chicken
swim? [ haven’t.

How many today are just
following the leader? A preacher, a
politician, a family member, reli-
gious leader, etc? But have no idea

n But We Cannot?

~ Mike Slusher ~
Portsmount, OH  (Printed by permission)

would have you know, that the ing to us—ward, not willing that
head of every man is Christ; and any should perish, but that all
the head of the woman is the man; should come to repentance. 2 Peter
and the head of Christ is God. 3:9
My friend, God is the Head, We are given this time...this
or the leader of those in Heaven and very moment to forsake error and
of those who on this earth who have follow Him. Those that lead us may
come to know the way and are look like us. Like that chicken, she
saw some others that had feathers
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto and wings, but did not sound like
him, I am the way, the truth, and her or walk like her, but yet she fol-
the life: no man cometh unto the lowed. Just because someone ap-
Father, but by me. pears to be a Christian does not
(John 16:13). Howbeit when he, mean they are.
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will For such are false apostles,
transforming
shall not speak of himself; but themselves into the apostles of
whatsoever he shall hear, that Christ. And no marvel; for Satan
shall he speak: and he will shew himself is transformed into an an-
gel of light. Therefore it is no great
To be led by any other is to thing if his ministers also be trans-
be led by those that: formed as the ministers of right-
“Cause thee to err, and de- eousness; whose end shall be ac-
stroy the way of thy paths.” Isaiah cording to their works. 2 Corin-
3:12 thians 11:13-15

But... The Lord standeth up to ...Take heed that no man

where they will end up? Paul said, plead, and standeth to judge the deceive you. Matthew 24:4b

“follow me as I follow the Lord”, people.” Isaiah 3:13

but how can you tell someone is
following the Lord, unless you are
being led by the Lord yourself? So
many have been led to places where
the Lord did not lead. They fol-
lowed after a man that said he was
being led by God, but knew not the
way of God.
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I

Not everything that is cov-

The Lord, Who went back ered in feathers is a chicken. And
and sat down at the right of the Fa- sitting in church doesn’t make you
ther—is standing pleading with His a Christian any more than sitting in
people to forsake error and follow a garage makes you a car. Friend,
Him—for He has already judged we must take up our cross and fol-

and found them living in error,
but... The Lord is not slack con-
cerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; 1l%ut is longsuffer-

low after Christ. Follow Him, for to
follow after any other is not to end
up as a wet hen, but crispy fried.

On that morning on the way



to church, Isaiah’s prophecy was
illustrated in graphic detail. We later
went to the location where the fowl
had made their crossing and there
laid the hen dead. That St
hen who was glad to be :iA
out of her “Egypt” got to (¥
following the wrong |
crowd and paid with her
life. Friend, please be
careful as to who you follow. Many
today outwardly seem to be pious
but inwardly they are unclean and
full of the devil, “wolves in sheep’s
clothing”. “There is a way that
seems right unto man, but the end
thereof is destruction (death).
Another thought also oc-
curred to me, why can animals like
geese, ducks, and chickens get
along—walk together—and live in
harmony— but we can’t ? We are to
be more intelligent and advanced in
our thinking but yet we have not
learned to live peaceable with all
men. To those birds size, color, spe-
cies and race did not matter. They
all walked together down to the
creek. Why can’t we all walk to-
gether to the river of life and to the
Crystal Sea? Why do we separate
ourselves from ourselves? Why can
we not just love one another—
accept one another—and walk in the
beauty of holiness together? Why do
we allow ourselves to be misled into
error? All of this division amoung
us Christians means, like that
chicken...some won’t make it home.
Friend, Paul begged for unity and
our Lord prayed for it, so why do
we continue to be so divided?
Disunity among believers is the
result of sin entering in and
scattering the sheep. God wants all
His people to be ONE, not divided.
John 17: 1-26 These words
spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes
to heaven, and said, Father, the
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that

thy Son also may glorify thee: As
thou hast given him power over all
flesh, that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou hast given
him. And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent. I have glorified thee on
the earth: I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do. And
now, O Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self with the glory
which I had with thee before the
world was. I have manifested thy
name unto the men which thou
gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, and thou gavest them
me; and they have kept thy word.
Now they have known that all
things whatsoever thou hast given
me are of thee. For I have given
unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received
them, and have known surely that
I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send
me. I pray for them: I pray not for
the world, but for them which thou
hast given me; for they are thine.
And all mine are thine, and thine
are mine; and I am glorified in
them. And now I am no more in
the world, but these are in the
world, and I come to thee. Holy
Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we
are. While I was with them in the
world, I kept them in thy name:
those that thou gavest me I have
kept, and none of them is lost, but
the son of perdition; that the scrip-
ture might be fulfilled. And now
come I to thee; and these things I
speak in the world, that they might
have my joy fulfilled in themselves.
I have given them thy word; and
the world hath hated them, be-
cause they are not of the world,

even as I am not of the world. 1
14

pray not that thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that
thou shouldest keep them from the
evil. They are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world.
Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth. As thou hast sent
me into the world, even so have 1
also sent them into the world. And
for their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they also might be sanctified
through the truth. Neither pray 1
for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through
their word; That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may be-
lieve that thou hast sent me. And
the glory which thou gavest me I
have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: I in them,
and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast
sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me. Father, I will
that they also, whom thou hast
given me, be with me where I am;
that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation
of the world. O righteous Father,
the world hath not known thee: but
I have known thee, and these have
known that thou hast sent me. And
I have declared unto them thy
name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith thou hast loved me
may be in them, and I in them.

I too, beg for all of us to be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind, walking by the same rule, and
minding the same thing. Let us join our
prayers to the Lord’s in John 17, that
we all may be one as Christ and the
Father are one. Then put legs to those
prayers and walk together in the beauty
of holiness to the Waters of Life
Eternal.
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Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go

for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
e w Isaiah heard God’s voice saying “Who will
e Missionary work has many phases. It can be going to a new
field of labor. It can be going next door with the message of salvation, visiting the sick, going
into prisons, helping the homeless, feeding the hungry. These needs have all ways been and will
always be.

We can not only take the physical needs but the precious word of God spoken in love. To
feed the hungry soul, clothe with spiritual clothing, and yes supply a spiritual home. Matthew
9:37 tells us to pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest. The sin harvest
is truly ripe. God is calling “Who will go”? Think about it, all the wonderful gifts you have to of-
fer to sinner men and women, that boy or girl. To know of God’s love and power, to set them free
from sin. Listen can you hear God saying, “who will go”? Only you can hear God call for you,

only you can answer His call. God needs missionaries, willing workers in His vineyard in these
e last days. Maybe God is dealing with your heart to support those who feel the call to go into the

ity

fields of labor. If so step up and do your part for God and His Church. He will reward you many
times over.
May God bless you as he speaks to your hearts for 2009 and life. & by Sister Eunice Foster

@@@@@@@@@

9000000000000 0000
Sunday School 2009

~Funice Foster~ H
International Sunday School Director o

OOL

°
%

The New Year is a time when many will be looking back and examining their H
lives and asking the question; what have I accomplished in the passed year for
“ God? Is He pleased with me? Have I fallen short in what He desired of me? What He knew I could have
accomplished in the previous year He gave me. Did I listen for His voice? Did I read and study His Word?
Did I seek His will, and talk things over with Him, or did I rush on in my hurry to do things my way?

We are given a new year and God is saying to each of us, “come unto me” Matthew 18:28 There
. are things we need to come to God for: Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall

find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

Asking, seeking, knocking until we know the joy of living in the perfect will of God. What a won-
derful resolution to make. To find God’s will in our lives and in the work He has for us to do in 2009 and
while we’re doing this let’s not forget Sunday School and our other church services. Paul tells us in He-
brews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhort-
ing one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

This is one of the first steps in loosing out with God. Let’s be faithful in attendance, in paying our
tithes, and giving offerings. Let’s be faithful in helping the Church accomplish the last days work. She has
to do. Soon the doors of opportunity will close. God bless each of you!
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*Church of God

of North Carolina

B boines
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Dear Bro. John:

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who gives us our strength for our daily lives!

I am happy to report you again the recent District Convention of District 3 convening in La Union,
Manila.

Last November 8-9 we had the district convention at Ragup local church in Santol La Union. The
Holy Ghost moved in our midst and everybody is happy because He spoke again to His people.

The Holy Ghost tells us to support the ministry here in the Philippines, and He reminded us to be
strong and of good courage because He will be with us forever.

We have confidence that everything will be alright next year, as we face all the trials in the ministry.

God Bless and more power!

Attached to this letter are the pictures of the District 3 Convention.

Bro. Darwin P. Gaba
National Field Representative

Philippines

A Letter from
National Field Representive
Brother Darwin P. Gaba




for the youth retreat to be held in Romblon on De-
cember 28-29, 2008. We need your prayers and sup-
port for the work of VLB here in the Philippines. l

WE&@@ME The Victory Leaders Band Director gave a boost

Church Flag Pledge
lead by Pastor Dolores Esguerra

Pastor Juanito Cariaga preached the last night mes-
sage and gave the altar calling for the delegates

v

Children’s Ministry headed by the National
Sunday School Director

Altar call....many people responded to the
touch of the Holy Spirit

Prayer Healing Line—People need the Lord, and

they came to Him for healing, not only physical
but spiritual healing. !

Last day of Convention

District 1-3 Delegates of the Convention on
November 8-9, 2008

Ragup Local Church

17 Santol La Union



BRICK PLAN
“The 50’s Plan”

During our 101*" Assembly we started selling
brick in order to purchase a home for The Church of
God, at 310 West Edgerton Street in Dunn, North
Carolina for our International Office. The sale of
these brick has put your International Office Head-
quarters into operation from our own world-wide
facilities. This is now a marker for The Church of
God throughout the world and represents our world-
wide membership of the covenant members of the
Body of Christ. These facilities will accommodate
the Church’s needs for many years to come and will
provide a place for us to reach out to our members
all over the world.

We would like to express our thanks to all
who participated in the first year of this plan. Many
sacrificed a great deal to get our International Office
open and operating.

Now that we are open and operating we must
continue to ask for your help and support in order to
meet the operational needs of these facilities (lights,
water, heat, air, payments etc.)

To try to give the same amount each year as
we did the first year would probably be too great a
hardship, so here is the plan that I feel the Lord has
directed.

If we could have 100 people to continue the
brick plan by giving $50.00 each month, this would
meet our monthly basic operational needs. Many
have joined with us in this new plan already.

We will be calling this “The 50°s Plan” If
you feel that you can help with this please fill out the
bottom part of this form and mail To:

The Church of God of NC
“The 50’s Plan”
310 W. Edgerton St.
P.O. Box 2109
Dunn, NC 28335

May God Bless you, as you consider this
plan. Please budget God into your 2009 budget and
watch Him work through your headquarters.

International Headquarters.

Name

“The 50’s Plan”

Yes, I would like to continue my Brick Plan by giving $50.00 each month to

Address

City

State

Zip




NEW ADDRESS'S
Phone / Fax / On-Line

Main Office (910) 891-5017
or ........ (910) 891-5010
Fax Line ............. (910) 891-5693

NEW e-mail Addresses

John Wilkins iojaw(07@embargmail.com
Hillard Foster hfoster7@aol.com

Harry Elder .......... almonjoy007@suddenlink.net
Roger Tidwell tpadvant@bscn.com
Dumas Michel dumass007@hotmail.com

Elizabeth Wilkins...
managingeditor@embargmail.com
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“The Banner of Truth”

now can be rinted right off the
World Wide Web.

It will take approximately 3 Minutes
Black and White, 8 Minutes for color

www.thechurchofgodofnc.org
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HAVE YOU MISSED YOUR
COPY OF

THE BANNER OF TRUTH ?

It is now being mailed
FIRSTCLASS,
BYSUBSCRIPTIOGINLY

Just send your Name
and Address along with
your Subscription Fee of

7 == | $20.00 USA/Countries

$30.00

The Banner of Truth
Subscription Department

P.0. Box 2109

Dunn, NC 28335

"The Needed Wind”~
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Would you like to submit a message, article,
poem, testimonies, suggestions or com-

)
Luke 21:28h

Send them to:
“The Banner of Truth”
P.0. Box 2109
Dunn, NC 28335-2109
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www.thechurchofgodofnc.org

“THE BANNER OF TRUTH”
P.O. Box 2109
Dunn, NC 28335-2109

Address Service Requested
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